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HOW TO USE THIS BIBLE STUDY
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A Bible
A pencil or a pen
A notebook or a journal

How To Use This Book:
 

This Bible study is divided into six weeks. Included are stories of how Nazarene
Compassionate Ministries Canada and local churches in Canada are loving their
neighbours by caring for creation. There is a short glossary on page 29 of this book
and a list of resources on page 30 for further study and research. 

Tools Required:

You Are Encouraged To:

Set time aside to read.

Pray and ask God to help you with this Bible study. 

Document any thoughts and questions that come up while reading this Bible Study by
drawing, writing, or taking notes on any aspects of this Bible Study that you are
reading.

God Bless you on this journey as you take the steps to learn about creation care
through this Bible Study entitled "Care For Creation"!



INTRODUCTION TO
CREATION CARE
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     There is much discussion and
news these days concerning
environmental issues and care of
our environment including
cl imate change.  Such
discussions are often pol it ical ly
and ideological ly polar iz ing.
Environmental issues are
complex and controversial  and
Christ ians, 

part icular ly evangel ist ic
Christ ians have tended to avoid
discussions about the
environment.   
     Part of the reason is founded
in the idea that the material
realm (including the created
earth) is inherently evi l  and that
it  is al l  going to be destroyed in
the end anyway. Any concern
with the environment is then
just a distraction from rescuing
souls before Jesus returns. This
separat ion of the spir i tual realm,
which is viewed as good, 
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from the material  realm which is
viewed as bad is a carryover from
Gnosticism on which much of
Western thinking ( including
Christ ian thinking) has been based. 
     In the last few years however,
with the gaining popular ity of
missional theology, church leaders
from many Christ ian denominations
have come to embrace care for
creation as one aspect of God’s
mission and therefore one aspect
of the mission of the Church. 

REV. ELAINE BUMSTEAD

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
NAZARENE COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES
CANADA

This Bible Study wil l  look at the
scriptural  basis for care for creation
and also how John Wesley viewed
environmental issues. You wil l  be
chal lenged to ref lect on what
Scripture says, on how that impacts
your relat ionship with God, with
your neighbour, and with the
created world. 

Images on pages 4 and 5 are courtesy of NCM Canada. Al l  r ights reserved. 
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Genesis 1 :26
         “Let us make humankind

in our image, according to our

l ikeness and let them have

dominion over the f ish of the

sea, and over the birds of the

air ,  and over the catt le,  and

over al l  the wild animals of the

earth and over every creeping

thing that creeps upon the

earth.”

          
Genesis 2:15
           “The Lord God took the

man and put hi  in the garden

of Eden to t i l l  i t  and keep it”

God made humans in His own
image.  God is a creator God
who created al l  things and who
put al l  things in order with al l
of i ts intr icacy and its
sustained systems, patterns,
and rhythms. God looked on al l
of His creation and
pronounced it  “very good”
(See verse 31).  In the
beginning it  was perfect in
every way, and it  was God’s
intention for i t  to remain
perfect in every way. God
created humans and gave to
humankind “dominion” over al l
the created earth. Genesis 2:15
says that “the Lord God took
the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to t i l l  i t  and to
keep it .”  

Week 1

Creation care is the phrase
used to describe our human
responsibi l i ty to care for al l  of
God’s created world. Our
relat ionship to creation must
be a loving, caring,

"GOD CARES
FOR HIS

CREATION"

The word for keep (shamar) is
translated “guard”,  “safeguard”,
“take care of”,  “protect”,  or
“ look after” .  Shamar indicates a
loving, caring, sustaining kind
of keeping.  I t  was God’s
intention therefore that Adam
and his descendants should
“keep” the garden that He had
created.  So when God gave
humans “dominion” which
implies dominance and “rul ing
over”,  what did God intend this
“dominion” to look l ike?  Verse
15 of Chapter 2 would indicate
that Adam’s “dominion” and
that of al l  his descendants,
should be to care for,  to
safeguard, and to keep it  (the
created world) as God had
created it .  God cares for His
creation and his care included
giving humans the
responsibi l i ty to care for His
creation. 
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What does creation care
mean to you? Do you have a
role to play in caring for
creation?  (Reflect)
Look around you.  List 5
things within your home that
speak to you about creation
care.
What does creation care
look l ike in your community?
What does NCM Canada do
in caring for creation? Visit
www.ncmcanada.ca. 

Questions

1 .

2.

3.

4.

keeping relationship. When we
fulf i l  God’s mandate to keep
His creation, we make sure
that al l  other l iving things
under our care are maintained
such that they f lourish. 
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Romans 8:19-23a
    “For the creation waits with

eager longing for the reveal ing

of the chi ldren of God; for the

creation was subjected to

futi l i ty,  not of i ts own wil l  but

by the wil l  of the one who

subjected it ,  in the hope that

the creation itself  wi l l  be set

free from the bondage to

decay and wil l  obtain the

freedom of the glory of the

chi ldren of God. We know that

the whole creation has been

groaning in labor pains unti l

now; and not only the

creation, but we ourselves…”

     When Adam and Eve
disobeyed God and were cast
out of the garden of Eden, God
put a curse upon man and
woman and al l  of creation. Al l
of earth was subject to the
bondage of decay and death.
Genesis 3:23 says “God sent
him (Adam = humankind) forth
from the garden of Eden, to t i l l
the ground from which he was
taken”.  God did not remove
Adam’s responsibi l i ty to care
for the earth but his role was
made so very chal lenging
because Adam needed to etch
out his own survival  on an
earth that was cursed because
of his disobedience. Verses 17-
19 of Genesis 3 say “cursed is

 

Week 2

 the ground because of you; in
toi l  you shal l  eat of i t  a l l  the
days of your l i fe;  thorns and
thist les i t  shal l  br ing forth for
you; and you shal l  eat the
plants of the f ield. By the
sweat of your face you shal l
eat bread unti l  you return to
the ground for out of i t  you
were taken; you are dust and
to dust you shal l  return.” The
verses in Romans 8 spoken by
the Apostle Paul reminded the
Christ ians of his day and also
are reminders to us of God’s
plan for the redemption of al l
of creation which includes the
created earth. Just as
humanity’s forfeited glory wi l l
be restored, so creation’s init ia l
status wi l l  be restored.
Because the body is part of
creation, what is true for our
bodies as a part of creation, is
also true of the whole (creation
too wil l  be redeemed). God
cares for creation. I t  is His plan
to restore al l  of creation to i ts
original perfection. We as
bel ievers,  made in His image,
work together with Him for the
redemption of al l  of creation.
That means we care for
creation and work to preserve,
to protect,  and to redeem al l  of
creation including the created
world.





This year 994 farmers in 21 vi l lages are
practicing conservation agriculture. This
represents an expansion from the 21
original farmers several  years ago.  NCM
Canada has provided funding for
conservation agriculture in this area for
the past seven years.  

These 994 farmers learned the
conservation agriculture methods from
lead farmers from nearby vi l lages where
the conservation agriculture projects were
being implemented. Chinsinsi  Phir i ,  the
NCM Coordinator for Malawi said “I  also
helped with supervis ion during land
preparat ion and planting to make sure that
they are doing things the r ight way”.   Most
of the 994 farmers did plant an acre or
more because they have already seen the
good yield results from other farmers who
are practicing conservation agriculture. 

The f ields have done wel l  as evidenced by
green and healthy looking maize in current
f ields.  Below is a picture from the vi l lage
of Sal ima showing the f ield of Mr. Mavuto
Kadaso. The picture i l lustrates the healthy
green corn plants on the conservation
agriculture plot,

EXPANSION OF CONSERVATION
AGRICULTURE IN MALAWI 
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next to the corn planted by conventional
methods.  Mr. Kadaso planted both plots
with the same seed type that he bought
from the same company. He planted on
the same day and on the same type of
soi l .  Results are vis ibly seen by the qual i ty
of maize in the CA f ield.

Farmers are learning how to conserve
water and how to improve the soi l  using
conservation agriculture methods of no-
t i l l ,  planting seeds in basins to which
compost has been added, intercropping
with plants that add nutr ients to the soi l
and adding a mulch to the surface to
discourage weeds and retain soi l
moisture. 

The harvest wi l l  take place in late Apri l  /
early May. The purpose of this project is
to help increase the number of months of
food suff iciency of these farm famil ies;  to
bui ld the capacity of local farmers
through farmers clubs where they wil l
soon take over management of the entire
project;  to contr ibute to the expansion of
the Church of the Nazarene in this area. 
 As conservation agricultures expands, so
also does the Church!

Image courtesy of NCM Canada. 



NCM funded a wel l  at Njangoe
community in northeastern Kenya
and it  is currently support ing 928
households (6,595 people).  

Christ ine, a part icipant in the
NCM program in Kenya said,
“Since dri l l ing this water a few
months ago, we are already
reaping its benefits .  As far as
health benefits,  the incidence of
new cases of waterborne
i l lnesses, such as diarrhoea,
dysentery, and cholera, has fal len
50 percent,  whi le the maternal
mortal i ty rate has dropped 47
percent,  from 362 to 171 deaths
per 100,000 births.  The
percentage of the target
populat ion using good hygiene
and sanitat ion practices has
increased from 55 percent to 70
percent.  Some 2,464 people have
been made aware of hygiene
issues.” Jane a community
member added, “We no longer
wake up at 2 am to go fetch
water.  I t  is readi ly avai lable
anytime and any day. We are
real ly grateful and especial ly the
women because it  is our
responsibi l i ty to fetch water” 

THE BENEFITS OF WATER
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Images are courtesy of NCM Canada. 
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John 3:16
For God so loved the world

that He gave His only Son…

                                   
1  Corinthians 15:22
“For as al l  die in Adam, so al l

wil l  be made alive in Christ”

     The Bible cal ls us to be
disciples or fol lowers but not
of the f irst Adam who
disobeyed and fai led to keep
(shamar) the creation, but of
the last Adam – Jesus Christ.  
 We are not to use and abuse
the created world.  John 3:16
tel ls us that God sent His Son
(Jesus Christ) to die so that
the world might be redeemed.  
Here the word used for the
“world” is Kosmon which
means the universe and
everything in it .  Yes, that
includes humankind for sure –
“so that everyone who
believes in Him may not perish
but have everlasting l i fe”.  This
is the reason we bring the
good news of the gospel to
those who do not know Him or
believe in Him.
  In Week 2 we learned of
God’s plan for the redemption
and restoration of al l  of
creation. As fol lowers of Jesus
Christ who gave His very l i fe
for the redemption of the
world, we too and every

Week 3

generation of bel iever,  are
cal led to work with Him for the
redemption of the whole world
including the created world. 
Jesus is the one who “makes
al l  things new” – the One who
makes al l  things r ight again.
(Revelation 21:5)
 Who is this Jesus we are
cal led to fol low? He is the One
in whom and for whom al l
things were created
(Colossians 1:16) Colossians
1:20 says “through Him God
was pleased to reconcile to
Himself al l  things, whether on
earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of His
cross”.   The greatest
commandment throughout
scripture is cited as this - “You
shall  love the Lord your God
with al l  your heart,  and with al l
your soul,  and with al l  your
mind, and with al l  your
strength and the second
greatest commandment is this,
‘You shal l  love your neighbour
as yourself . ’” The ult imate
proof of love for God
throughout scripture is always
action – obedience – acting on
what we know is r ight.  Merely
knowing God’s requirements
for stewardship is not enough.
In the second greatest
commandment we are
admonished to love our
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Section 924 .  of the Manual of
the Church of the Nazarene
2019-2021 says this…

Creation Care. With deep
appreciation of God’s
cre¬ation we believe we are to
strive to exhibit the
stewardship qualit ies that help
preserve His work.
Recognizing we have been
given a stake in sustaining the
integrity of our surround¬ings,
we accept the individual and
collective responsibi l it ies of
doing so. (2009) (Genesis
2:15, Psalms 8:3-9; 19:1-4; 148)

Psalms 8:3-9 
“When I  look at your heavens,

the work of your f ingers, the

moon and the stars that you

have established; what are

human beings that you are

mindful of them, mortals that

you care for them? Yet you

have made them a l itt le lower

than God and crown them with

glory and honor.  You have

given them dominion over the

works of your hands, you have

put al l  things under their feet,

al l  sheep and oxen, and also

the beasts of the f ield, the

birds of the air,  and the f ish of

the sea, whatever passes

along the paths of the seas."

Week 4

     The Church of the
Nazarene sees al l  bel ievers -
disciples of Jesus - as
stewards, not just of  our t ime,
talents and al l  our assets and
resources but also as stewards
and caretakers of the earth. 
 The verse in Psalms reminds
us of the responsibi l ity that
God gave to humankind in the
Garden of Eden – to have
dominion over al l  the created
world but not in a way that
uses and abuses it ,  but as
guardian, protector,  and
keeper. 
     In “Christ ian Ethics, Wesley
and the Methodists” by
Howard A Snyder*, we read
that “the more he (Wesley)
learned about the wonders of
the world – ‘the wisdom of
God in creation’ – the more he
began to envision the New
Creation as physical and
material ,  not just spir itual or
ethereal.”  In his art icle
“Wesley the Environmental ist”,
Snyder suggests four
‘ecological’  principles that
Wesleyans can own as they
consider environmental
stewardship.  
     First,  that love for God and
neighbour extends to al l
creation. We respect, guard
and keep the creation because
God made it ,  loves it ,  





In the north of Toronto, you wil l
f ind the Bradford Spanish Church
of Nazarene who have been
actively involved within their
community before and during the
pandemic. Whether i f  i t  is by
making care packages for Seniors
or taking love offer ings to buy
groceries for those in need during
the pandemic days, they are
being the gospel in action. 
    
One of their  ministr ies has been
to bui ld a relat ionship with their
local food bank. Each summer,
when the food bank is low on
supplies,  Bradford Spanish,
together with the surrounding
community gather food items for
the food bank. “ I f  everyone puts a
l i t t le grain, we can make a
difference,” said Janina Espino,
the Pastor 's wife of the Bradford
Church. We are thankful for our
church who are loving their
neighbour by practicing
compassion as a l i festyle.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE COMMUNITY
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Pictured: The Bradford Church preparing their del ivery to the food bank. 



A few years ago, the Ottawa Trinity
Church of the Nazarene started with
12 plots of land and opened it  up to
their community to partner with them
on this project.  With great community
response, the garden has now grown
to 42 plots with their  gardener(s) and
every year the community eagerly
awaits to sign up. 

Two of the plots produced are
designated to the local food bank. I f
gardeners produce extra food, they
also donate to the food bank. In
addit ion, Ottawa Trinity Church
garden has a pol l inator plot,  a
communal herb garden, and a bee
house!

GARDENS IN THE CITY
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Ottawa Trinity Church wil l  celebrate
their 10th year s ince they started the
garden. We are thankful for the
Ottawa Trinity Church for loving their
neighbour by caring for creation. 

Pictured: Gardeners working the land at the Community Garden.
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Luke 10:25-37  and specif ical ly
verse 37  where Jesus said
“Which of these three do you
think was a neighour to the
man who fel l  into the hands of
the robbers?” He (the lawyer
who questioned Him asking
‘Who is my neighbour?’) said,
“The one who showed him
mercy”. (Jesus said) “Go and
do l ikewise”.  

    In this Scripture a lawyer
approached Jesus with the
intention of tr icking Him. He
first asks the question “What
must I  do to inherit  eternal
l i fe?” and Jesus asked him
what the law says. The lawyer
quoted the f irst and second
commandment (Love God and
love your neighbour).  The
lawyer then asked Jesus “Who
is my neighbour”.   Jesus
answered with a story. 
     The Story of the Good
Samaritan is famil iar to us. We
learn about a Jewish man who
was travell ing from Jerusalem
to Jericho and was attacked by
robbers and beaten and left for
dead. Along came a priest who
saw him but passed him by.
Then came a Levite who also
saw the man and passed him
by. At this point you are
waiting for Jesus to tel l
usabout a fel low Jew who did

Week 5

stop and help the wounded
man but instead he tel ls of a
Samaritan who stopped and
tended the man’s wounds and
put the man on his own donkey
and carried him to an inn
where he could be cared for.   
    Jesus was addressing two
things in this story. First He
was addressing our tendency
to draw “neighbour” circles
that include some people and
not others.  Jews hated
Samaritans and therefore Jews
would exclude Samaritans from
their ‘Neighbour’ circle.  Jesus
deliberately told that it  was a
Samaritan man who helped the
Jew. How do we draw the
circle that determines who is
our neighbour?  We draw it  to
include the whole world…
where no one is excluded
because that is how Jesus
draws it .  The circle is drawn
wide enough to include those
who are not l ike us i .e.  to
include the “whosoever”.
When Jesus commands us to
love our neighbour, it  is  to
love as He loves. “For God so
loved the world, that
whosoever bel ieves in Him
shall  not perish…” (John 3:16) 
 Secondly, Jesus was exposing
the “church” (rel igious system)
that is al l  about the r ituals of
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This week our study wil l  centre on what is our
role col lectively as the community of faith in
loving our neighbour by caring for creation. 

WEEK 6: 
CARE FOR
CREATION AND
STEWARDSHIP

Images on pages 25 and 27 are courtesy of NCM Canada. 
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1 Peter 1:21-22 
“Through Him (Jesus) you
have come to trust in God,
who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that
your faith and hope are set on
God. Now that you have
purif ied your souls by your
obedience to the truth, so that
you have genuine mutual love,
love one another deeply from
the heart.” 

      As the Church in the
world, we are cal led to love –
love God and love our
neighbour – deeply from the
heart.  We are reminded in
James 2:14-26 that faith
without works is dead. We are
cal led to action both
individually and collectively. 
 That action is driven by love…
from the heart.
      With Easter and Pentecost,
the remaking of God’s creation
has already begun. Jesus came
to init iate His kingdom.  As
Christ ians we are to work
together with Him now for the
redemption of al l  of creation
while looking forward to the
future when God wil l  renew
the whole created order…and
this involves putting the world
to r ight insofar as we can now.
Individually we can accomplish
some things but together we

Week 6

 can accomplish many things!  
      The Church in developing
countries cares about those
who do not have access to
clean drinking water and for
those who go to bed hungry.
The Church cares about their
poor l iving conditions and
poverty. We, as the Church of
the Nazarene care and respond
to these needs through
ministr ies of the Church such
as Nazarene Compassionate
Ministr ies (NCM). NCM works
within the Global Missions
network of the Church of the
Nazarene providing funds for
wells and clean drinking water
in many locations in Africa and
Asia. Our church(es) overseas
is instal l ing those wells and
teaching people how to care
for the wells so that the water
remains pure.  NCM is also
providing funds through local
churches overseas for food for
the hungry and they are
distr ibuting that food to needy
people in their communities.  
      NCM globally partners
with l ikeminded organizations
and churches in both Disaster
Response and in development
init iatives. Some examples of
partners we have worked with
are Heart to Heart
International,  World Concern,
Humedica, World Vision, the 





A Community Health Volunteer
on doing environmental clean-
up at the Njangoe market in their
vi l lage: 

“We l ived in a dirty / f i l thy
environment that exposed us to
various diseases and infections. 
After the (NCM) training in the
importance of waste
management, we part icipated in
a community clean-up. Before
this,  our community didn’t care
much about garbage or waste
disposal .  We l i t tered and threw
our waste everywhere and
anywhere. Now we understand
and value proper waste
management and the importance
of a clean environment”.   

THE COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP
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Pictured: Community Health Volunteers doing environmental
clean-up at the Njangoe market in their vi l lage.
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GLOSSARY
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Biblical Worldview 
Also called Christian worldview. A Biblical worldview is the framework from
which we view reality and make sense of life and the world according to
the divinely inspired Word of God.

Biblical Hermeneutics
Interpretation of Biblical or literary texts.

Creation Care
Our responsibility to care for and to care about God’s creation (the earth).

Environment
n. Nature, or a geographic area affected by human activity.

Environmental
adj. Related to or associated with the environment.

Creation Care Stewardship
Our ethical responsibility to care for and care about the human and non-
human world, and for Christians to foster the health of the created world.



RESOURCES
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Care for Creation Infographic 
Care for Creation Brochure
Care for Creation Bible Study

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada   www.ncmcanada.ca
A Rocha Canada   www.arocha.ca 
Nazarenes for Creation Care   www.nazarenesforcreationcare.com/
Canadian Foodgrains Bank   ww.foodgrainsbank.ca/
Lausanne Movement on Creation Care 

Creation Care: A Biblical Theology of the Natural World, by Jonathan and Douglas
Moo www.youtube.com/watch?v=me3WSUmz5i0&t=1s 
Creation Care - Session 1: What Do Christians Have to Do with Creation?
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rif-x24GhCw 

Loving the Least of These – Addressing a Changing Environment by the
Evangelical Association.  It is about the effects of changing environment on the
poor.
Creation Care: Environmental Stewardship for the Church of the Nazarene

Just Eat It – A Food Waste Story www.foodwastemovie.com/about/
The basics of food security (and how it’s tied to everything) by World Vision
www.worldvision.ca/stories/food/the-basics-of-food-security 

Why Care About Water? By National Geographic

Care for Creation (NCM Canada)

Books
Moo, Douglas J., and Jonathan A. Moo. Creation Care: A Biblical Theology of the
Natural World. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018.

Websites and Videos

      www.lausanne.org/lausanne-global-classroom/creation-care-episode

E-Books

Food and Food Security

Water and Clean Drinking Water

      www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fvkzjt3b-dU
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Compassion As A Lifestyle

3657 Ponytrai l  Drive
Mississauga, ON, L4X 1W5

1 (888) 808-7490 
1 (905) 602-8220

Email :  nat ional@nazarene.ca
 

www.ncmcanada.ca




